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Tapas activities seek to improve your students’  
ability to communicate in Spanish about a wide 
range of topics. Though you, as instructor, are 
encouraged to modify these materials to meet 
the unique needs of your classroom, below 
are recommendations for possible usage. 

 

For this first step (Conexiones), your students 
will engage in a “pre-listening” activity, where 
they are making connections with similar 
topics in English. Help them search for the 
names of the four food items in both the 
United States and England. They should write 
their answers in English in the boxes provided. 
Then, you can expand the discussion as much 
as you would like using the follow-up questions. 
The depth of the conversation will depend 
upon the proficiency of your students in  
Spanish. Below are the answers to food items:  
 

1. US (French fries or fries) / England (chips) 
2. US (pickle) / England (gherkin) 
3. US (potato chips or chips) / England (crisps) 
4. US (cookie) / England (biscuit) 
 

You can do a simple Google search to find 
many more examples.

 

For the second step (¡A escuchar!), your students 
will primarily practice listening. As noted in the 
student instructions, they might not understand 
everything in the discussions, but this is not a 
problem. In fact, it is good for them to have input 
that is a step beyond their intermediate level. 
Apart from listening, they will also see words 
appear on the screen, which they should write 
in each box according to the speaker’s country 
of origin. Beyond receiving language input from 
native Spanish speakers, this is also a cultural 
exercise to recognize differences in speech from 
a variety of regions.  

Here is the URL for the YouTube video that 
should be used with this activity: 
 

“Differences in Spanish. Food. #smart” (by 
SergiMarinSpanish) at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=fQ7cWJApFHc 
 

Below are the answers for each food item: 
 

Strawberry: España (fresa), Argentina (frutilla), 
Chile (frutilla), Colombia (fresa) 
 

Avocado: Argentina (palta), Venezuela (aguacate) 
 

Banana: Argentina (banana), Venezuela (cambur), 
Chile (plátano), Colombia (banano) 
 

Pineapple: España (piña), Argentina (ananá) 
 

Potato: España (patata), Argentina (papa) 
 

Sausage: Chile (vienesa), Colombia (salchicha) 
 

Beef/steak: Chile (carne), Colombia (ternera), 
Venezuela (ternera), España (ternera), Argentina 
(carne) 
 

Pig/pork: Chile (chancho), Colombia (cerdo),  
Argentina (carne de cerdo), Venezuela (cochino) 
 

Lamb: España (carne de cordero), Argentina 
(cordero), Chile (cordero al palo), Colombia 
(carne de cordero) 
 

Rabbit: España (conejo), Argentina (conejo), 
Chile (carne de conejo), Colombia (conejo) 
 

¿Qué es el cuy? (guinea pig) 
 
 
 

This final step (Comparaciones) helps your 
students further connect the video to their 
own opinions and perspectives. They should 
write down any animals that they would never 
eat (note: some might be vegetarian or vegan). 
Next, they should discuss the conversation 
questions in small groups, and also write  
their answers down. At the intermediate level, 
they should be trying to write and speak in 
complete sentences, using as much Spanish  
as possible.

NOTE: You are welcome to make photocopies of this unit for your own classroom use to save on costs, but 
please do not share these materials with other teachers. Subscription fees allow us to create new materials 
for you and your students at the lowest possible cost. Please do invite others to join the Tapas community!
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Conexiones
Did you know that different English-speaking countries call some food items by distinct 
names? Research what each of the foods below are called in the United States and England. 
Write what you find in each box, and then discuss the questions below with a classmate. 

Paso 1

 

Estados Unidos
 

Inglaterra

 

Estados Unidos

 

Estados Unidos

 

Estados Unidos

 

Inglaterra

 

Inglaterra

 

Inglaterra

¿Puedes pensar en otros ejemplos? 
¿Hay más diferencias en otros países de habla inglesa?
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¡A escuchar!
Now you will watch a video with individuals from various Spanish-speaking countries  
identifying food using different names. You might not understand every word of their  
discussions, but try to write down the names of the foods according to each country. 

 

             

Paso 2

 

España
 

Argentina
 

Chile
 

Colombia

 

Argentina
 

Venezuela

 

Argentina
 

Venezuela
 

Chile
 

Colombia

 

Argentina
 

España

 

España
 

Argentina

 

Chile
 

Colombia

 

Chile
 

Colombia
 

Venezuela
 

España
 

Argentina

 

Chile
 

Colombia
 

Argentina
 

Venezuela

 

España
 

Argentina
 

Chile
 

Colombia

 

España
 

Argentina
 

Chile
 

Colombia



3© 2020 Tapas by Sabio Books LLC

Were there any food items in the video that surprised you? For example, are there certain  
animals that you would never eat? Make a list (in Spanish) of any animals that you feel should 
never be eaten. Then, answer the questions that follow using complete sentences in Spanish.  
 

Comparaciones Paso 3

 

Lista de animales que no deben ser “comida”

1.

2.

3.

4.

5. ¿Qué es el cuy?

 
                       

                        Preguntas de conversación
 

1. Compara tu lista con la de otra persona. ¿Cómo son similares? ¿Diferentes?

2. ¿Por qué piensas que comemos unos animales y otros no? 

3. ¿Qué conexiones hay entre la comida y la cultura?


